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Robbery Enough, Panelist Says 

Slaying Panel Probe of Ray 
Produces Theory on Funds 


United Press Inttmstional 

The House Assassinations Commit- 
tee has gone further than the FBI in 
showing a single bank robbery could 
have financed the travels of con- 
victed assas'sin James Ear] Ray, a 
committee member says. 

The committee, in recess today, 
plans to devote tomorrow’s hearing 
to evaluating the investigations by. 
the FBI, local police and other agen- 
cies into the assassination of Martin 
Luther King in Memphis, Tenn., on 
April 4, 1968. 

Lack of proof of where Ray got 
money for thousands of miles of 
travel by car and plane after his es- 
cape from a Misssouri prison April 
23, 1967, until his capture in London 
on June 8, 1968, has fueled theories he 
had an accomplice. 

“THERE IS NO evidence that Ray 
financed himself by a series of small 
robberies, which is the conclusion of 
the Justice Department report,” 
Rep. Floyd Fithian., D-Ind., told UPI 
in an interview. 

“However, I think the committee 
has gone further both in questioning 
Ray and looking at other evidence 
pertaining to the possibility of a sin- 
gle bank robbery at Alton, 111., hav- 
ing been the source of his funds,” Fi- 
thian said. 

Fithian said this was the idea 
behind questions he asked yesterday 
while Edward M, Evans, the chief 
committee investigator, reported on ■ 
the FBI’s failure to link Ray to a sin- 
gle holdup in this country. 

“What I was driving at was the 
(FBI’s) assumption that Ray fi- 
nanced himself by a series of rob- 
beries but . . . was found not to be 
implicated in any unsolved robbery,” 
Fithian - said. “At first blush that 
seemed mutually contradictory. 


“But our work with regard to the 
Alton bank robbery, putting him near 
there, and answers Ray gave me (in I 
an earlier hearing), placed him right | 
in the vicinity of Alton on the day of 
the robbery,” Fithian said. 

THE BANK OF ALTON was 
robbed of about $27,000 by two men : 
wearing stocking masks on July 13, j 
1967. The robbery remains officially . 
unsolved. 

Evans told the committee he be- 
lieves the Alton robbery is “the most 
probable alternative” to believing 
Ray’s story that he was paid $7,750 
by a mysterious co-conspirator he 
knew only as “Raoul.” 

The robbery was similar to five 
others in which Ray’s brother John 
was involved, with Ray’s brother 
Jerry taking part in at least one, 
Evans said. He said all occurred 
near Alton, which was Ray’s home. 

Evans’ second point was that Ray 
had been washing dishes for $85 a 
week prior to the Alton robbery. The 
day after the robbery he bought a 
$210 car in nearby East.St. Louis, 111., 
and left for Canada. 

There Ray paid $150 in advance for 
two months rent on an apartment, 
bought $250 worth of new clothes and 
“vacationed at a fashionable ski re- 
sort,” Evans said. 

Investigation shows Ray spent 
$9,607 during 14 months as a fugitive 
but had- known resources of only 
$1,238.54. 

“Finally,” Evans said, “Ray’s 
simple claim of innocence of the 
Alton robbery must be placed in the 
context of his incredulous denial of 
being involved in a London bank rob- 
bery in June 1968 where his finger- 
prints were found on the evidence.” 



